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DEFINITION

Substation 
Substations are the connection points 
between power lines of varying voltages 
and contain equipment that controls and 
protects the flow of power. Substations 
include transformers that step down 
and step up the voltage so power can 
be transmitted through transmission 
lines or distributed to your community 
through distribution lines. 
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We have refined our proposed substation locations and 
we would like to provide you with an update about our 
progress.

Electric system improvements near you
Chestermere Substation Interconnection - Volume 3 
Preferred and alternate substation site announcement 

Alberta has grown significantly in recent years and the demand for electricity in the Chestermere and Balzac 
areas has increased. FortisAlberta has requested upgrades to the transmission system through the building of 
a new substation near Chestermere to help meet increased capacity and ensure the reliability of the electrical 
system for years to come. 

CONTACT US
1-877-269-5903

stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca

www.altalink.ca/projects

When identifying substation site locations, AltaLink takes several factors 
into consideration in an effort to find sites with a low overall impact. 
Some of the factors we take into consideration include: agricultural 
impact, residential impact, environmental impact, cost, and visual impact. 
Other factors that were considered include proximity to the existing 765L 
transmission line, site specific features including topography, access, 
unobstructed land and room for distribution line connections. 

We have identified one preferred and two alternate sites for the proposed 
Chestermere Substation that we will be including in our application to the 
Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). The AUC can approve any one of the 
three sites for construction, approve with conditions, or deny the project. 
All the sites, including those no longer being considered can be seen on 
the detailed photo map (DP1) included in this package.

The preferred site for the proposed Chesteremere Substation is site A (NE-
1-24-28-W4) and has been selected because it has lower potential overall 
impacts when compared to all other sites considered. 

Site C (NW-8-24-27-W4) and site E (SW-2-24-28-W4) have been selected 
as alternate sites. Site E has been shifted east of the previously considered 
site E location and, as a result, has lower potential visual and residential 
impacts. The new location is also located at a higher elevation and is drier, 
resulting in a lower environmental impact. Site C was also selected as an 
alternate site because it has low overall impacts. However, site C does 
have higher environmental impacts than the preferred site.

Sites no longer under consideration 
Sites B, F and the previously proposed site E location are no longer under 
consideration. If you are no longer located near a proposed location you 
will not receive any further correspondence regarding the progress of 
this project. However, if you would like to continue to follow the progress 
of the project, you can subscribe to project updates on our website or 
contact us with any questions. 
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• removing and modifying portions of the existing 765L transmission 
line and building  two new portions of new 138 kV transmission 
line to connect the 765L line into the proposed Chestermere 
Substation. The preferred site (site A) will require approximately 
70 to 75 metres of new transmission line and the alternate sites C 
and E will require approximately 85 metres and 35 metres of new 
transmission line, respectively. 

Additionally, for the 765L modifications, guy anchors will be required 
one metre north of the existing transmission line. As part of this 
project, we are renumbering the 765L line west of the substation as 
691L.  

Telecommunications 
structure
Telecommunications structures 
support equipment that transmits 
data to our system control centre. 
This allows us to monitor the 
operation of the electric system and 
ensure we provide safe and reliable 
power to our customers. 

Project details 
The proposed Chestermere Substation Interconnection project will be 
located near Chestermere in Rocky View County. The proposed project 
involves:

• building a new substation to be called Chestermere Substation 
that will have a property boundary of approximately 110 by 120 
metres with a fenceline of approximately 60 by 75 metres.

• building a telecommunications structure that will be 
approximately 20 to 30 metres high within the Chestermere 
Substation fenceline. The final height will be determined through 
detailed engineering. 

• adding two new 138/25 kilovolt (kV) transformers, three new 138 
kV circuit breakers and ten new 25 kV circuit breakers within two 
switchgear buildings.

The proposed Chestermere Substation will look 
similar to the one above. 

 
We will also be adding one new 25 kV circuit breaker within an existing 
switchgear building at the Turbo Balzac Substation located at SW-2-
26-29-W4. The location of the Turbo Balzac Substation can be seen on 
detailed photo map (DP2) included in this package.

 

INFORMATION

Right-of-way and access 
roads 
The new portions of  transmission 
line will require approximately 
30 metres of right-of-way.
Additionally, a permanent access 
road will be needed to access the 
substation location.  

Notify and consult with 
stakeholders June - July 2016

File application with AUC August 2016

Start construction if 
project is approved April 2018

Complete construction September 2018 

Although we will attempt to follow the anticipated 
project schedule, it is subject to change. We will 
continue to provide you with updated schedule 
information if required as the project progresses.

Anticipated project schedule
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CHESTERMERE SUBSTATION INTERCONNECTION PROJECT
Below are answers to some common questions we have heard from landowners during our consultation 
process. Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns and we will work to get you the information. 

WHAT ABOUT ELECTRIC AND MAGNETIC FIELDS (EMF)?

AltaLink recognizes that you may have concerns about EMF, and we treat those concerns seriously. 
National and international organizations such as Health Canada and the World Health Organization have been 
conducting and reviewing research about EMF for more than 40 years. Based on this research, these organizations have 
not recommended the general public take steps to limit their everyday exposure to EMF. Health Canada states that 
there is no conclusive evidence of harm caused by exposure levels found in Canadian homes and schools, including 
those just outside the boundaries of power line corridors. 
 HOW DOES ALTALINK PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT? 
We’re committed to mitigating the impact on the environment during the planning, construction and operation of 
our transmission facilities. Wherever possible, we avoid environmentally sensitive areas through site selection and 
structure placement.

WILL MY PROPERTY VALUE BE AFFECTED BY THIS PROJECT?  
Many factors can affect market prices of real estate and the the proximity to electrical infrastructure is only one 
factor out of many that would be considered by a prospective buyer. AltaLink is not aware of any studies that 
indicate property values decrease with nearby substation development.
WILL THE FACILITIES BE LOUD?

AltaLink complies with the Permissible Sound Level of the AUC’s Rule 012 – Noise Control. More information on Rule 
012 can be found on the AUC website, www.auc.ab.ca.

WHERE WILL THE DISTRIBUTION LINES BE PLACED?
Please contact FortisAlberta at 311-WIRE for more information on the distribution lines in the Chestermere area. 

 HOW WILL ALTALINK MITIGATE THE SPREAD OF WEEDS AROUND ITS FACILITIES DURING CONSTRUCTION? 
AltaLink will work with landowners who host our facilities to manage weeds. Weed management activities are 
conducted in compliance with the Weed Control Act. 

HOW WILL ALTALINK MITIGATE THE RISK OF A FIRE AT THE SUBSTATION SITE? 
A substation fire hazard risk is low and there have been few fires in AltaLink’s history of managing over 300 
substation sites across Alberta. AltaLink conducts regular maintenance and testing at our substation sites to 
ensure safety of our operations. In the event that an accident does occur, our response would be similar to any 
other oil based industrial fire to be managed in an emergency situation. AltaLink will work with local authorities to 
respond and provide an advisory to the public as needed to maintain safety of our employees, contractors and the 
community.
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2611 - 3rd Avenue SE
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7

Let’s talk transmission

www.facebook.com/
altalinktransmission

www.twitter.com/altalink

Contact us

To learn more about the proposed project, please contact:

ALTALINK 
1-877-269-5903 (toll-free)  
Email: stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca  
Website: www.altalink.ca/projects

To learn more about Alberta’s electric system and the need for the project, please 
contact:

ALBERTA ELECTRIC SYSTEM OPERATOR
1-888-866-2959 (toll-free)  
Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

The AESO is an independent, not-for-profit organization responsible for the safe, reliable and 
economic planning and operation of the provincial transmission grid. For more information about 
why this project is needed, please refer to the AESO’s Need Overview included with this package, or 
visit www.aeso.ca. If you have any questions or concerns about the need for this project you may 
contact the AESO directly or you can make your concerns  known to an AltaLink representative who 
will communicate them to the AESO on your behalf.

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:

ALBERTA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
780-427-4903  
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number) 
Email: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca 
 

INCLUDED IN THIS 
INFORMATION PACKAGE:
• Project maps
• AESO Need Overview
• AUC brochure: Public 

involvement in a proposed 
utility development

Next steps
The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) determined this electric system upgrade 
is needed and will file a Needs Identification Document with the AUC. After our 
consultation process is complete, we will file a Facilities Application with the AUC. 

The AUC ensures the fair and responsible delivery of Alberta’s utility services. 
AltaLink submits applications for new transmission projects to the AUC and the AUC 
reviews them in a public process. If this project is approved, only one final location 
will be built. The AUC can approve one of the preferred or alternate sites, approve 
with conditions, or deny the project. To learn more about the AUC process and how 
you can become involved, please refer to the brochure included in this package titled 
Public involvement in a proposed utility development.

PRIVACY COMMITMENT  
AltaLink is committed to protecting 
your privacy. Your personal 
information is collected and will 
be protected under AltaLink’s 
Privacy Policy and the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. As part of the regulatory process 
for new transmission projects, 
AltaLink may provide your personal 
information to the AUC. For more 
information about how AltaLink 
protects your personal information, 
visit our website at  
www.altalink.ca/privacy or contact us 
directly via email privacy@altalink.ca 


